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holder would look to include a table that provided information on each group of birds and 
the numbers that were needed and why. 
 

• What would happen to the birds that were not used – would they go into the food chain?  
As the birds were under licence, they would not go into the food chain, but they would have 
to be euthanised.  It was noted that from an NVS perspective it was better for the birds’ 
welfare to be terminated in a place that they knew, rather than go through the stress of 
being transported.  The birds though would be made available for tissue sharing.   
 

• Were the chickens restrained for the cloacal swabbing?  
Yes, one person would hold the chicken in the traditional way with the wings close to its 
body, whilst the 2nd person did the swab.  However, that did raise an interesting point: which 
was more ethically appropriate: putting a bird on its own for a few hours to collect faecal 
droppings after it had been used to being with a group in a cage; or being swabbed, which 
was invasive but was a lot quicker?  The project licence holder had been of the view that 
cloacal swabbing was better because it was low input and the chickens seemed to tolerate it 
very well and it was a quick process, whereas the birds could become quite distressed if they 
were separated and put in cages on their own.  The flip side was that they became quite used 
to it through training so they would aim to train the birds quite early on.     
   

• Was there any opportunity to introduce blinding in the study?  At the point of dysbiosis, 
blinding would probably not be possible, owing to the onset of clinical signs, but following 
extraction of materials, could the researchers be blinded?  
This was agreed and would be implemented.   
 

• For the non-schedule 1 culling methods (captive bolt and cervical dislocation), how would 
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had now realised that it had been set up, so that information from the application form 
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5.2 Item 3.2: BSU Virtual Tour storyboard (7 September 2022 meeting) 
The material 


